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A LETTER 

TO 

THE EARL OF ELLESMERE, 

ETC. 



My Lord, 

While I venture, with unaffected humility, to 
advert to some of the points in the letter of Mr. Panizzi 
to your Lordship, on the subject of the new Alpha- 
betical Catalogue of the Printed Books in the British 
Museum, I admit at once his peculiar qualifications, 
not only for the execution of such an undertaking, 
but for producing a belief that, if he shrink from the 
task, it would be the extreme of hardihood for any 
other man to attempt it. 

It would be impossible, perhaps, to find in the 
three kingdoms a single individual to whom such a 
duty might with more confidence, on most accounts, 
be entrusted: few men have so wide and accurate 
an acquaintance with literature ; he has industrious 
habits of business, energy, acuteness, promptitude, 
and decision. Therefore, in opposing any thing he 
may have stated, I am aware of the disadvantages 
under which I labour, from my own comparative in- 
sufficiency, and from the well-founded reliance placed 
by others on Mr. Panizzi's learning and abilities. 

a2 
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4 NECESSITY FOR A NEW CATALOGUE OF 

Did I not feel most strongly the opinions I am 
about to express — were I not thoroughly convinced 
of their soundness — I should hardly have volunteered 
to compete against such odds. I might have con- 
tinued, as I have for many years been, a passive 
spectator, taking no part in a contest, the result of 
which, nevertheless, is of vast importance to letters. 
This is certainly the first time I ever put my opinions 
on the subject in writing. 

Your Lordship was good enough to give me an 
intimation, that the Commissioners might, perhaps, 
require the evidence of their Secretary on this 
great question. This intimation has induced me to 
step beyond the strict and narrow line of my duties : 
and, possibly, what I now take the liberty of offering 
may render needless a viva voce examination ; but, at 
the same time, I am quite willing to submit myself to 
any interrogatories, and to go through the ordeal to 
which Mr. Panizzi has required that persons, who 
are adverse to his views, should be subjected, in order 
to avoid (in his own words) " hasty assertions," 
"general opinions," and "vague statements" (p. 18). 
This threat and warning to witnesses may not look 
like great confidence on his part; but, in my turn, I 
challenge a thorough investigation. 

Whatever I have to state, I will compress to the 
utmost, rather relying upon plain facts and plain 
reasoning, than upon multiplicity of words. My 
object shall be, to cover as little, not as much paper 
as possible. Error only needs to be voluminous. 

I hope I may be pardoned for saying, in the out- 
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set, that, during a not very short life, I have been 
constantly engaged in literary undertakings of va- 
rious kinds and qualities; some the mere diurnal 
drudgery of authorship, others of a higher aim, and, 
I trust, of a more permanent character. For not less 
than forty years I have been a visitor of the Reading 
Room of the British Museum. Either the rule now 
in force was not in existence, or my father had suf- 
ficient influence with Mr. Planta, (then at the head 
of the Institution) with whom he was acquainted, to 
induce him not to apply it to a youth, who showed an 
early and an earnest desire for improvement. Since 
near the commencement of the present century (with 
some intervals) I have been in the habit of using the 
library by means of its catalogues of various descrip- 
tions ; and I most distinctly bear in mind the great 
facilities derived from the Catalogue of Printed Books, 
prepared by Sir Henry Ellis and Mr. Baber, and finally 
published in 1819. 

It cannot, therefore, well be urged against me, that 
I am talking ignorantly as regards a general know- 
ledge of the growth of the library, and of the means 
of reference from time to time afforded : even if my 
conclusions are wrong, they have been formed after 
long experience. With the interior arrangements I 
do not profess to be acquainted. I am aware that 
the library has been vastly augmented, and I con- 
tend that the means of reference have not at all kept 
pace with that augmentation, and, as I humbly con- 
ceive, with the real wants and just expectations of 
the frequenters of the Reading Room. 
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It may be answered, that the additions of books, 
especially of late years, have outrun the catalogues — 
that those who were employed to make the latter 
could not overcome the constant accumulations. As 
it strikes me, this is a grave fault : either the number 
of cataloguers should have been increased, which 
might easily have been accomplished, or the pur- 
chases of books should have been diminished — a 
course to be deprecated. 

He who contends that there can be no printed 
catalogue, is least of all to be blamed for making un- 
limited additions. 

Thirty years have elapsed since a printed cata- 
logue was produced. During that interval, the most 
extensive and important acquisitions have been made, 
by bequest, gift, and purchase. It is very possible 
that the additions since 1819 have been to a greater 
extent, (including the noble donation of George IV., 
and the bountiful legacy of Mr. Grenville) and to a 
higher value, than the whole amount of printed books 
previously in the Museum. Is it to be said, then, 
and if said, are we to be satisfied with being told, 
that there are insurmountable difficulties in the way 
of preparing and printing a new Alphabetical Cata- 
logue? Are those difficulties really insurmountable? 
If they are not, they ought to be surmounted. For the 
sake of the public, I contend that no pains, no toil, 
and I will add, no expense, ought to be spared, in 
order to overcome them. Let who will profess in- 
ability, it is not, therefore, to be taken for granted 
that the achievement is impossible. 
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Here I entreat your Lordship, with profound re- 
spect and deference, to -allow me to touch upon the 
responsibility the Commissioners will incur, if the 
result of their inquiries upon this point should be 
that no new catalogue shall be prepared and pub- 
lished. I am sure that they have deeply reflected 
upon this part of the question; but permit me to 
ask whether the nation, which has for many years 
contributed so largely, and which hereafter may have 
to contribute still more largely, to the expenses of 
the British Museum, is not entitled to every possible 
facility in the use of its stores, whether of the library 
or of any other department? I confine myself here 
to the library, because on that only the question now 
arises ; and I maintain that unless it can be established, 
beyond all disptde and doubt, that the difficulties are 
insuperable, and that it is impossible to form and 
print a catalogue of the books, the public, in these 
days of progress and improvement, have a right to 
expect, and will sooner or later compel, such a cata- 
logue to be undertaken and completed. 

Her Majesty has been graciously pleased to ap- 
point this Commission " with the view of ascertaining 
in what manner" the British Museum " may be made 
most effective for the advancement of literature, 
science, and the arts;" and what more " effective" 
method of advancing literature, as regards the British 
Museum, can be pointed out than enabling persons 
to become acquainted with the contents of its 
library? I well know that the Commissioners are 
the last men in the world to stand in the way of the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



8 NECESSITY FOB A NEW CATALOGUE OF 

attainment of such an end, if such an end can be 
attained. First let it be proved that it is unat- 
tainable. 

There are, I believe, at the present moment be- 
tween 30,000 and 40,000 persons, who, by reason of 
tickets, can claim admission into the Reading Room. 
The majority, we may venture to say, of these consist 
of literary men, more or less dependent upon their 
labours. To all, time is of the utmost value ; and it 
is not only expedient, but just, that every aid, as 
regards reference, should be given, in order that 
that commodity, which is money to most of them, 
(and, in some cases, their only money) should not 
be wasted in long, and perhaps fruitless searches. 
These 30,000 or 40,000 readers are probably con- 
nected, in some way or other, with all the news- 
papers and periodicals of the day, or are engaged 
upon separate works, to which the books of the 
Museum will essentially contribute. I know, from 
my own experience, that your Lordship regards the 
pursuits and toils of such men with peculiar interest 
and favour; and let me ask whether anybody ought 
to treat their wants and wishes with indifference? 
but, if they were so treated, these parties have very 
effectual means at their command, to make their 
complaints heard, and to bring about the redress of 
their grievances. 

Your Lordship need hardly be reminded of the in- 
creased means of conveyance and communication 
established within the last few years. Many indivi- 
duals formerly residing at such a distance as to render 
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personal intercourse with the metropolis rare, uncer- 
tain, and expensive, are now practically brought 
within a few miles of the Museum ; and, if the readers 
are at this time between 30,000 and 40,000, it is 
impossible to state in how short a period the num- 
ber may be doubled or quadrupled. To those who 
live in London, the possession of a printed catalogue 
would be highly convenient, saving many walks to 
the Museum, and the consequent loss of much time, 
for the purpose of consulting books, which, when 
they arrive, they find are not in the library. This 
surely is not an immaterial consideration; and it 
must be evident that, to those readers who reside in 
the country, a printed catalogue would be invaluable, 
as they would be able to learn from it at once, 
whether particular works they wish to examine are 
or are not in the national collection. Finding them 
there, they would be able to determine whether it 
was worth while to incur the expense and trouble 
of a journey, which, with modern appliances, might 
not occupy as much time as a walk from Camden 
Town or Hyde Park corner. 

From my connexion with various literary and 
learned associations, it has not unfrequently happened 
that friends at Bristol, York, Edinburgh, (and even 
New York), have inquired of me, as I resided on the 
spot, whether particular volumes were, or were not, 
in the library of the Museum. If they had been 
able to ascertain from a printed catalogue that the 
books were there, they would not have hesitated, in 
many cases, to put themselves into a railway carriage 
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for the sake of consulting works they could meet 
with in no other depository. As it was, they appealed 
to me to ascertain the fact for them ; but, owing to 
the confused and defective state of the half-printed 
and half-manuscript catalogue in the Reading Room, 
after much search and inquiry, I have sometimes 
been unable to give them conclusive information, 
even as to works for years in the library, and never 
as to recent acquisitions. 

It is obvious that this argument, derived from in- 
creased rapidity and cheapness of conveyance, might 
be pushed much farther, and applied even to many 
parts of the continent of Europe. The number of 
persons able to avail themselves of the Reading Room 
might thus be indefinitely multiplied. 

There is another reason for a printed catalogue, 
which ought not wholly to be lost sight of. If none 
exists, what bookseller can know when he has a work 
in his possession which is wanting in the Museum, 
and which he may offer to it for sale? If none exists, 
how can a donor or testator tell what books to give 
or bequeath to the institution, because they will fill 
important vacancies on its shelves? Thus the com- 
pletion of the library may be materially impeded by 
the mere fact, that there is no printed catalogue by 
which its deficiencies can be ascertained. 

These, my Lord, are only a few of the general 
arguments in favour of a cheap (and I would have it 
as cheap as possible) printed alphabetical catalogue 
of the library of the Museum; and I shall en- 
deavour hereafter to show the practical method by 
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which this most important and desirable object can 
be accomplished. 

Before I do so, I may, perhaps, be allowed to 
remark that, admitting (which no man, I think, will 
require me to admit) that the catalogue at present in 
use in the Reading Room is sufficient for all purposes 
of immediate reference, as far as relates to the order 
and correctness of the entries, still it is highly incon- 
venient, if only on the ground that everybody making 
a search in it is obliged to look at two alphabets, 
one printed, and the other manuscript. Now, in ad- 
dition, I apprehend, it needs no argument to show 
that search in a manuscript catalogue, supposing 
all the .titles to be strictly alphabetical (which they 
avowedly are not) is more confusing and less 
satisfactory, besides being a slower operation, than 
search in a printed catalogue, where the eye is 
assisted by clearness, compactness, and variety of 
typography. No practical man will dispute this 
position for a moment. 

For this reason, if for no other, it would be a con- 
siderable boon to the visitors of the Reading Room, 
if even this patched and piebald catalogue were put 
into type, with such of its glaring imperfections 
remedied as could be rapidly corrected. In that case, 
(at one time wisely contemplated by the Trustees) 
there would, at least, be some consistency of appear- 
ance, the order of the alphabet might be restored, 
one alphabet only would have to be consulted ; and 
though it might not conclusively prove what books 
the library contained, those who employed it would 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



12 NECESSITY FOR A NEW CATALOGUE OF 

be able to see at a glance whether the work they 
wanted could on the instant be procured. This cata- 
logue might not establish the fame of the Keeper 
of the Printed Books — it might not be as creditable 
as could be wished to the institution ; but it would cer- 
tainly be useful, and far more creditable, permit me 
to say, than for the Museum to possess so admirable 
and extensive a library, to have such noble rooms 
at present devoted to 30,000 or 40,000 readers, and 
yet to have nothing worthy the name of a catalogue 
to which they can refer. 

If the Museum can produce a catalogue that will 
do honour to its framer, so much the better; but be- 
cause it cannot be rendered as perfect as his ambition 
may desire is no reason why the readers are to he 
deprived of such a catalogue, as will materially assist 
their inquiries, and shorten their labours. 

How, then, would I proceed in the formation of an 
alphabetical catalogue of the library of the British 
Museum? Your Lordship shall see that I do not 
blink the question, but meet it fairly and fully. I will 
show presently how I would prepare the catalogue, 
and how I would print it. I am addressing a most 
intelligent and unprejudiced mind, anxious only to 
arrive at truth, and to do justice to the public as well 
as to individuals. 

I do not pretend to know the precise number of 
books in the Museum ; but I remember that, when 
first the project of a new printed catalogue was enter- 
tained, it was stated that the entries would amount 
to about 300,000 : they rose in the opinion of several 
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persons, after the lapse of some time, to 600,000 
or 800,000; and Mr. Panizzi, in his letter to your 
Lordship, now makes them ascend to more than 
1,000,000 (p. 14). If, as I am told, the total num- 
ber of volumes in the library very little exceeds 
400,000, I do not well see how Mr. Panizzi can make 
out that important point of his case which depends 
upon multiplicity of entries. In these 400,000 
volumes there must be many sets of books, of from 
three or four to thirty or forty volumes, requiring 
only a single entry ; but, with the observation that, 
the more Mr. Panizzi exaggerates the total amount, 
the more he strengthens his own position, by proving 
the laboriousness of the enterprise, I am willing to 
take the entries at 1,000,000, or, in fact, at any 
other number, greater or smaller : the success of the 
scheme I am about to propose does not so much 
depend upon the number of the entries, as upon the 
number and qualifications of the hands employed to 
make them. 

Mr. Panizzi, like an ingenious advocate, with a 
bad case, commences with a general proposition, 
which nobody would think of contradicting; and, 
having induced the reader to believe that he is really 
stating nothing but what every body will admit, he 
proceeds to other points, with the same air of confi- 
dence, although many, if not most persons, may 
be disposed to dispute with him every inch he ad- 
vances. Thus, in the earlier portion of his letter, 
(p. 3) he asserts a truism which nobody could be 
found to contradict viz., that, in an alphabetical 
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catalogue, the titles ought to be alphabetically ar- 
ranged; and afterwards he proceeds to contend for 
what seems, in my humble opinion, little short of an 
absurdity, viz., that, in cataloguing anonymous works, 
the first substantive on the title-page ought to be 
taken as the heading. The position he first took up, 
and maintained with some pertinacity, was still more 
strange, viz., that the first word of an anonymous 
title-page, not a preposition or an article, ought to 
be the heading; but that ground he subsequently 
abandoned, seeing, perhaps, that such unimportant 
adjectives as "brief," "short," "strong," "able," 
" friendly," " humble," &c, would necessarily be the 
words under which a reader would, in many instances, 
have to look in the catalogue for a specific work he 
was anxious immediately to inspect. 

Having relinquished this position, he adopted the 
other, which appears equally untenable : he now con- 
tends that the first substantive in a title-page of an 
anonymous work ought to be the leading word of 
the entry; but the objectionableness of this plan 
may be shown in few sentences from the letter A, in 
the new Alphabetical Catalogue, first placed in the 
Reading Room, and subsequently withdrawn. 

There will be seen in it about twenty entries of 
anonymous tracts, &c, arranged under the heading 
" Account." The first is, " An Account of several 
Workhouses for employing and maintaining the 
Poor," and the second, " An Account of some remark- 
able Passages in the Life of a Private Gentleman." If 
any person go to the Museum to consult books relating 
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to Workhouses, how can he know that he will meet 
with one of them in the catalogue under the heading 
of " Account;" or how can another person know that 
he will find these " Passages in the Life of a Private 
Gentleman" by searching under the same heading? 
In the same list a tract on " epidemical madness " 
comes immediately after a pamphlet on " the uses of 
coal-tar;" and if a reader do not happen to know, or to 
remember, that the title of the book he wishes to see 
begins with the word "Account," his long search in 
the catalogue will be utterly fruitless. 

To pursue such a method is, in fact, to set about 
the compilation of a catalogue which can be of use 
to nobody. Whatever Mr. Panizzi and his foreign 
authorities, Barbier and Audiflredi, may think of it, 
English common sense must revolt at such a slo- 
venly and unsatisfactory course. In all cases of the 
kind, as I fearlessly contend, the subject matter must 
be sought and applied as the heading : then, readers 
who wish to refer to anonymous tracts upon " work- 
houses," "epidemical madness," or " coal-tar," will 
at once find them in the catalogue under those heads, 
and send for the book. It is true that the other plan 
may be more summary, and may save thought and 
trouble on the part of the cataloguer : it is very easy 
to arrange thousands of anonymous pieces under such 
headings as "Account," " Discourse," " Dissertation," 
"Essay," "Letter," "Observations," "Prospectus," 
"Proposal," "Remarks," "Treatise," (words of per- 
petual occurrence in the titles of anonymous pub- 
lications) but not quite so easy to fix the places they 
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should occupy according to the subjects to which 
they relate, and by which at least ninety-nine readers 
out of a hundred would be sure to look for them. 

And here I may perhaps be forgiven for saying, 
that Mr. Panizzi, as it seems to me, instead of endea- 
vouring to discover the most effectual and intelligible 
means of compiling an alphabetical catalogue, has 
most ingeniously gone out of his way to muster 
together all possible and impossible difficulties at- 
tending such an undertaking. I am far from over- 
looking the difficulties: my own experience tells 
me that they are many and great; but I insist, with 
confidence, that none of them are insuperable. If 
they were insuperable, the instances in which they 
were so could only be very few, and, in that case, 
let us have a catalogue from which such works as 
Mr. Panizzi confesses he cannot insert are neces- 
sarily excluded. I do not understand that any other 
distinguished men, who have been engaged in such a 
task, have declared the difficulties insuperable: had 
they been so, we should have had no printed cata- 
logue in 1819, or at any former period; and it appears 
to me the misfortune of Mr. Panizzi's reasoning that, 
if it be good for anything, it proves, not only that we 
never can have in future, but that we never could 
have had, in times past, a catalogue of any large col- 
lection of books. I think vastly better of Mr. Panizzi's 
powers than such short-sighted arguments would 
imply ; and nobody will believe that he is half so in- 
competent as he would lead us to imagine. 

Let it not be forgotten, also, that, supposing the 
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difficulties ever so great; admitting, for the sake of 
argument, that the titles of some works defy all skill 
and ingenuity; that Mr. Panizzi could not contrive 
a heading that would bring them into a printed 
alphabetical catalogue — let me ask, in what way he 
proposes to insert them in his manuscript catalogue? 
He does not deny that a manuscript catalogue must 
be prepared : on the contrary, he is for such a cata- 
logue in 500 volumes folio ; (p. 17) and give me leave 
to inquire, if such difficult works find a place in a 
hugely overgrown manuscript catalogue, what is to 
prevent their finding a place in a compact printed 
one? The only difference is, that in a printed cata- 
logue the headings will be more distinct, more intel- 
ligible, and more perspicuous. 

I am prepared to show that Mr. Panizzi has himself 
conjured up not a few of the difficulties on which he 
so much enlarges. Some of the very examples col- 
lected in his letter to your Lordship will afford proof 
of it : when he asks, for instance, (p. 8) what is to be 
done with a tract called " The state and condition of 
our Taxes considered?" the answer is quite evident; 
and the wonder is, how he could ever have doubted 
under what heading it should be inserted in the cata- 
logue. Could any common cataloguer hesitate in 
entering it thus? 

Taxes, the state and condition of our, considered. 8vo. Lon- 
don. 1714. 

I cannot see the difficulty, and, if there be any, it is 
easily overcome by a cross reference. Again, he 
gives the following as another insurmountable stum- 
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bling-block to the formation of a printed cata- 
logue, excepting upon his own useless plan : — 

" The Duties at this present time on all Merchandize. 12mo. 
London. 1714." 

Mr. Panizzi cannot decide whether this tract is to be 
put under " Duties," or " Merchandize," and he asks, 
what is to be done with it? The answer is very 
plain, Put it under both "Duties" and "Merchan- 
dize," thus : — 

" Duties, at this present time, on all Merchandize. 12mo. London, 

1714." 
" Merchandize, Duties, at this present time, on all. 12mo. London, 

1714." 

The difficulty really is to find a difficulty ; and it 
is surprising how a man of Mr. Panizzi's sagacity 
can have persuaded his own mind that in these 
cases, which he has himself selected, even a doubt 
need be entertained. The same remark will apply to 
other titles with which Mr. Panizzi professes to be 
unable to deal. He sets himself, as it were, to work 
to discover what does not exist, and a rush, in his 
hands, would have, not only one, but many knots. 
I take another proof from the next page of his 
letter to your Lordship : — 

" An authentic Narrative of the Campaign of 1815; comprising a 
circumstantial detail of the Battle of Waterloo. 8 vo. London, 1 815." 

Here, again, where is the difficulty ? " Is the name, 
Waterloo, to be selected as the title ?" inquires Mr. 
Panizzi; and I answer, as, I apprehend, everybody 
else would answer, Of course it is to be selected. 
The main subject matter of the tract is "the Battle 
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of Waterloo :" it was, in fact, the conclusion of " the 
Campaign of 1815," and is pre-eminently to be chosen 
as the most memorable conflict in the history of an- 
cient or modern warfare. I would, therefore, enter 
the work in this form ; — 

" Waterloo, the Battle of, a circumstantial detail of, with an authentic 
Narrative of the Campaign of 1815. 8vo. London, 1815.** 

I should think even a cross-entry unnecessary in a 
case of this kind, but, if one were wanted, it might be 
under "Campaign of 1815." 

First of all, I contend, then, that most of Mr. 
Panizzi's difficulties are no difficulties at all; and, 
next, that, supposing them to be obstacles of the most 
formidable kind, they are just as much obstacles to the 
compilation of his manuscript catalogue as of a printed 
one. Yet he maintains the necessity of a manu- 
script catalogue in 500 volumes, which nobody can 
use in the Reading Room, and denies the necessity of 
a printed catalogue to which everybody can resort on 
the spot — to say nothing of its circulation in all parts 
of the United Kingdom. Knowing, as I do, Mr. 
Panizzi's ability and ingenuity, I am persuaded that, 
if he had set himself half as industriously to work to 
discover the best means of encountering and over- 
coming difficulties, he would have been far more suc- 
cessful ; and, if he had commenced in 1834, we should, 
long ere now, have had the benefit of such a catalogue 
of the library under his charge, as would have been 
honourable to his reputation, creditable to the insti- 
tution, and valuable to all who wished to avail them' 
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selves of any of the 400,000 printed books in the 
British Museum. 

It is my distinct and confirmed opinion that, in one 
most important respect, the catalogue of which letter 
A has been printed, has been made upon an entirely 
wrong principle. It becomes me to speak with great 
humility, when I am endeavouring to point out a mis- 
take of this magnitude in a work, the general construc- 
tion of which some competent judges have approved, 
and on the formation of which so much labour and 
learning have been bestowed. 

The wrong principle I refer to, is the length of 
many of the entries or titles ; and, upon this point, I 
shall only venture to advert to works in that depart- 
ment of literature to which I have paid most atten- 
tion. I may be excused, I hope, for saying that, 
early in life, finding myself very deficient in a know- 
ledge of the amusing and imaginative literature of the 
country of Mr. Fanizzi, for about three years I de- 
voted myself to that exclusively ; mainly in the hope 
of discovering some of the original stories of the plays 
of Shakespeare, not yet pointed out by his critics. 
But, although I read much, I left so much more un- 
read, that I cannot have the slightest pretension to 
put my small stock of knowledge of Italian literature 
in comparison with the acquisitions of a learned and 
accomplished native. 

On the Qther hand, I respectfully claim to be 
better informed regarding the literature of my own 
country ; and during about thirty years, I have made 
it my peculiar study. British bibliography, and rarer 
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works in prose and poetry, together with our early 
typography, have much employed my time, and have 
excited, I may say, too much of my continued interest. 
I was educated for the bar, to which I was called 
many years ago; but the love of general literature 
constantly interfered with my professional pursuits. 
I believe that Mr. Panizzi is in something like a 
similar predicament in his own country; but in this 
country his learning and talents have met with that 
reward to which they are entitled. All I wish to 
show by these personal observations is, that I do not 
bring to the consideration of this laborious topic a 
mind altogether unprepared by the discipline of ap- 
plication. 

In what immediately follows, I confine myself to 
the department to which I have devoted most atten- 
tion ; and on this ground alone I expect that your 
Lordship will listen to my suggestions. 

It is only necessary that I should trespass upon 
your Lordship's patience by the production of one or 
two proofs of the correctness of the position I have 
ventured to lay down, that many titles of works in 
the new alphabetical catalogue, letter A, are need- 
lessly full, and occupy far too much space. I will 
take them as I accidentally open the volume. On 
p. 256, I find R. Eden's well known translation of 
Peter Martyr's " Decades of the New World, or West 
India. 4to. London, 1555." To any person wishing 
to obtain the use of the book in the Reading Room, 
what I have given above, occupying not more than 
two lines of any catalogue, would be amply sufficient. 
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Not only does an ordinary reader require no more, but 
more might be inconvenient, by leading him to ima- 
gine that, unless he gave farther particulars, on the 
ticket he hands to the attendant, the book would not 
be readily found, and he should be obliged to wait 
until it was detected in the library. 

The work is of no great rarity, but, supposing a 
bibliographer, properly curious as to the exact words 
and letters of the title-page, required them, he would 
never be satisfied with the statement of them in any 
catalogue. Upon him, therefore, the long detail on 
p. 256, consisting of twenty-three lines instead of only 
two, is entirely thrown away, for nothing will or 
ought to content him but an inspection of the book 
itself. One third of a column, or one sixth of a 
whole page, is, in fact, wasted in both cases: the 
ordinary reader does not require it to enable him 
to obtain the use of the work, and the biblio- 
grapher rejects it, because he will accept no man's 
representation, when he can procure the original 
volume. 

It is worthy of remark also that, in many instances, 
no consistency is observed in this respect : the titles 
are neither given with judicious brevity, nor with 
entire fulness ; and the very next entry is an illustra- 
tion of this defect. If, therefore, a bibliographer were, 
by accident, content to take the cataloguer's account 
of the title of a book, he would often not meet with 
what he most wanted, for he would see the very 
words he was anxious to copy omitted, and their 
place supplied by unintelligible dots. 
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I again open the volume at p. 378, and another 
instance presents itself in " The History of Prince 
Arthur, King of Britain. 4to. London, 1634." No- 
thing more can be wanted in the case of a book of 
not uncommon occurrence; and the entry would oc- 
cupy a single line. In the catalogue it is made to fill 
eleven lines by the addition of matter, now not of the 
smallest value, and intended by the publisher, in 1634, 
as an attraction to the purchaser. Nothing could be 
easier than to multiply proofs to the same effect; but 
I will only adduce one more, applicable to the title of 
a work with which everybody is familiar — " Ashmole, 
Elias. The History of the Order of the Garter, con- 
tinued [by T. Walker]. 8vo. London, 17 15." — can 
more be needed in order to procure such a volume 
in the Reading Room? yet seven lines are appended, 
partly in letters and partly in dots, to convey informa- 
tion which nobody wants, and which only fills a space 
that might be better occupied. 

I have confined my criticism to English works 
only, but to those who merely glance at the cata- 
logue, it will be evident that it applies to other de- 
partments of literature. 

How much the expense of a new catalogue must 
be thus increased requires no proof. The cata- 
loguers, in general, are •paid at so much per week, 
month, or year; some have even been paid by the 
day: they have, therefore, a motive (I do not mean 
to say that they are at all influenced by it) to pro- 
long their labours, without any such excuse being 
furnished them, as that they cannot be expected to 
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get through more than sixty titles in the six hours 
they are employed at the Museum. In my judgment, 
and haying had some little experience of the kind of 
work, twice sixty might be nearer the number of 
titles they could write out, if those titles were given 
with the brevity I recommend. It is true, that some- 
times the judicious abridgment of a title might oc- 
cupy more time than the mere mechanical process of 
copying it in ewtenso ; but, generally, this would be 
by no means the case, and with competent cata- 
loguers, who industriously set themselves to de- 
spatch their work, I am confident that, upon my plan, 
much more might be executed in a given time than 
has ever yet been performed within the walls of the 
Museum. 

If a considerable saving might thus be effected in 
salaries and time, the cost of printing and paper would 
also be greatly reduced. It is my deliberate con- 
viction that, if this course had been pursued, letter 
A, instead of filling 457 double-columned pages, might 
easily have been compressed into half, or perhaps 
one third, the space. 

It may be answered, that what I propose is rather 
an index than a catalogue. I admit it. What is 
wanted for the use of the public, in a library of such 
extent as that of the British Museum, is rather an 
index than a catalogue. It may be not only expe- 
dient, but necessary, for the purposes of the insti- 
tution, to keep a manuscript catalogue always in 
progress, which shall contain, even at fuller length 
than in letter A, the titles of all its possessions or 
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acquisitions, in the shape of books. Such minute 
information is out of place in a catalogue for public 
reference to several hundred thousand volumes ; and 
I only refer to the title " Aglio, Augustine," on p. 132, 
to show how an entire column has been wasted upon 
the tedious description of a work that, for all practi- 
cal purposes, (and practical purposes only ought to 
be considered in such a vast library) might have been 
included in five lines. 

A catalogue in elaborate detail may at times be 
highly important. In manuscript, it ought to con- 
tain, for the security of the property of the Mu- 
seum, a list of the plates, and an account of the 
signatures, pagination, and peculiarities of every 
volume : if a work, delivered out to a reader, have 
sustained injury, or loss of engravings or letter- 
press, the fact may thus be easily detected. But 
what 999 out of every 1000 of the 30,000 or 40,000 
persons now entitled to admission into the Reading 
Room require is, some mean by which they can 
readily ascertain whether a particular book is or is 
not in the library. That mean is an index. 

Mr. Panizzi speaks of " a catalogue of the rarities" 
in the Museum, (p. 15) and some well informed 
persons may entertain the notion that it would be 
worth while to make a selection of fine books and 
curious editions, and to print a bibliographical ac- 
count of them only. This undertaking must be 
executed at a heavy expense; and after all, as Mr. 
Panizzi admits, it would be of use to few but book- 
collectors. It would be of no advantage to general 
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readers, who require a knowledge of common, not of 
uncommon books. Take the instance of Hume's 
History : many have it in some shape or other, though 
many are without it; and it is very easy to imagine 
that a literary man, who possesses the entire work, and 
who is searching into the biography of its author, or 
into the early Scotticisms of his style, may want to in- 
spect the first volume, " from the accession of James I. 
to the Revolution," as it was printed in 1754, or the 
second volume,, which did not make its appearance 
until 1756. These are to be met with in few private 
libraries, and hence the use of a public one; while 
the briefest notice would show whether such books 
exist in it. Who, without an index of the kind, is to 
know whether he can see in the Reading Room of 
the Museum the original editions of the " Spectator," 
" Tatler," or " Guardian," none of which would be 
included in any u catalogue of rarities?" " Spectator," 
44 Tatler," and 44 Guardian," with the respective dates 
and sizes, must be all that could be needed regarding 
them. 

To prove distinctly the fitness of what I urgently, 
but humbly, recommend, I beg to direct your Lord- 
ship's attention to the Rev. S. R. Maitland's 44 Index 
of such English Books, printed before the year 1600, 
as are now in the Archiepiscopal Library at Lam- 
beth," 8vo., 1845. It contains entries of some works 
not existing in any other collection — which no bib- 
liographer ever saw, or perhaps heard of, before; 
yet the titles are given with such brevity, but at 
the same time with such accuracy, that I was at 
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once directed to the books, and procured them from 
the shelves in a moment. 

If ever a cataloguer were to be tempted to go out 
of his way, in order to quote titles at full length, it 
would be in such remarkable instances of unique 
volumes; but the Rev. S. R. Maitland has not per- 
mitted himself to be seduced from his object, that of 
giving a most useful and comprehensive index, by 
any vanity of bibliographical display; and, as speci- 
mens of his method of abridgment, I will trouble your 
Lordship with two or three of his entries, which may 
be at once compared with corresponding titles in 
letter A of the new alphabetical catalogue, which 
probably your Lordship will have at hand, and from 
which, therefore, I need not quote. 

"JBlpredi Res Gestae John Day. 1574. fol." 

This work, thus briefly but sufficiently described in 
the Rev. S. R. Maitland's index, occupies seven lines 
of the new Museum catalogue. 

"Apologie (An) for Sundrie Proceedings by Jurisdiction 
Ecclesiastical Ch. Barker. Dep. 1593. 4to." 

This work occupies nine lines in letter A of the new 
Museum catalogue. 

" Arthur. The auncient Order, Societie, and Unitie laud- 
able, of Prince Arthur, &c. Translated and collected by 
R. R Jno. Wolfe. 1583. 4to." 

This work occupies eight lines in letter A of the new 
Museum catalogue. 

" Ascham (Roger), Epistolarum Familiarium Libri Tres. 
H. Binneman for Fr. Coldock. 1581. sm. 8vo." 

This work occupies eleven lines in letter A of the 
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new Museum catalogue. Thus we see that informa- 
tion compressed by the Rev. Mr. Maitland into seven 
lines fills no fewer than thirty-five lines of the new 
alphabetical catalogue; and sometimes, with all its 
brevity, the information of' Mr. Maitland is more 
complete; for, as in the instance of jElfredi Res 
Gesta, he properly supplies the name of the old 
English printer, which, strange to say, is not found 
in the Museum catalogue. 

Since the publication of the Rev. Mr. Maitland's 
" Index," the same most sensible method of inform- 
ing readers what books are in a collection has been 
followed, and with similar success, in the library of 
Trinity College, Cambridge; and if it be good for a 
small library, how much better is it for a large one? 
If it be good for a library where the readers are very 
few, how much better is it for a library where the 
readers are so numerous? 

Taking it, I trust not hastily, for granted, that some 
impression has been made on your Lordship's mind 
favourable to these views, I now come to the import- 
ant question, how, and by whom, this index is to be 
made? I shall not run the risk of fatiguing your 
Lordship by any minute details, but satisfy myself 
at present by assuring your Lordship, that I think 
I am prepared to meet every difficulty of that kind 
that may be started. 

Admitting, without reserve, the necessity of as 
much uniformity and consistency as is attainable in 
an undertaking of such extent and variety, I look 
only to the general superintendence of one man and 
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one mind (as far as that superintendence is possible) 
to accomplish this end. I do not hesitate to repeat, 
that I know no individual more fit than the pre- 
sent accomplished head of the Department of Printed 
Books. He, therefore, should have the supreme di- 
rection and control of such an undertaking : to him 
all cases of doubt and difficulty, as they arose 
among the cataloguers, should be referred, and by 
him they should be decided. This ought to be his 
most especial duty; and the only reasonable ob- 
jection I can see to that part of the arrangement 
is the fact that, having suggested doubts and in- 
vented difficulties, and urged them as the ground for 
giving the world no printed catalogue, some per- 
sons may imagine that he would not set to work to 
remedy the present generally avowed deficiency of 
the library in a spirit that would lead to success. I 
have no such fears: I am sure that, when once 
he saw an index-catalogue inevitable, he would 
summon all his energies to execute it in the best 
manner; and instead of displaying, as I think, mis- 
placed ingenuity to discover and multiply obstacles, 
he would apply his best faculties to diminish and 
overcome them. 

But let any man turn over the pages of letter A 
of the new catalogue, and note the vast number of 
languages it includes, and he will see at once the 
impossibility, on that account alone, of any one 
man exercising over the preparation of such a work 
more than what I have called a general superinten- 
dence. However admirable a linguist he may be, he 
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must be a sort of concentration of the builders of Babel 
to pretend to be acquainted even with half the tongues 
for the dissemination of which in the four quarters 
of the globe the printing-press has been employed. 
Now, since for the due preparation of a catalogue (so 
to call it) of printed books in all languages, it is 
necessary that persons well qualified by an intimate 
knowledge of those languages should be sought and 
engaged, it follows that the Keeper of the Printed 
Books could only act as the presiding spirit, call- 
ing to his aid, when aid was required, such infor- 
mation as he could obtain from those employed under 
him. When, therefore, any case of peculiar com- 
plexity occurred, he would be able to summon round 
him a sort of committee of learning and intelligence 
by which he might be guided. I am confident that 
the instances where such a course would be requisite 
must be comparatively few, and that before the ex- 
perience and knowledge of the head of the depart- 
ment the difficulties now vainly anticipated would 
rapidly disappear. 

The principle upon which I go, as regards all sub- 
ordinates, is nothing more than the subdivision of 
labour : by that subdivision only, as it appears to me, 
is such a vast undertaking to be completed, and with 
that subdivision, and the employment of competent, 
and, be it observed,, responsible persons, it is to be 
completed in a comparatively short time. 

In reference to this point, Mr. Panizzi asked the 
Trustees in 1843, by way of illustration, whether a 
given number of miles of a railway could be finished, 
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by subdivision of labour, in a given period? The 
question is plausible, but delusive. The first answer 
is, that every railway is now finished by the subdi- 
vision of labour, and in no other mode. Next, let me 
ask, whether there really is any fair analogy between 
constructing a railway and compiling a catalogue? 
Certainly not. In constructing a railway, after em- 
bankments are thrown up, a long time is necessary 
for the newly heaped earth to settle down to such 
a degree of firmness and consistency as will sup- 
port the rails and the heavy loads upon them, and 
prevent what are technically called slips: no sub- 
division of labour can expedite this process. But, 
in making a catalogue ready for the mechanical ope- 
ration of printing, with a subdivision of labour among 
the cataloguers carried to an extreme which nobody 
contemplates, no more delay is absolutely necessary 
than for the ink to dry upon the paper on which the 
titles are written. The illustration of the railway 
therefore sounds plausible, but, like many other 
plausibilities, when examined, it has nothing but its 
plausibility, to recommend it. 

The reading public, the most intelligent class of 
the community, in the demand for a catalogue is not 
so importunate as to require impossibilities, or even 
to ask what is unreasonable. Literary men, in all 
parts of the empire, are willing to give due time for 
the performance of the task; most of them know 
what kind of work it is ; and they know, too, that, 
allow what period you will, nothing like perfection 
can be attained. They do not expect perfection, but 
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they hope for what may be called usability : more- 
over, if perfection were attainable in fifty years, they 
would rather have usability in five. 

This important, this absolutely necessary, end I 
would accomplish thus, confining myself for the pre- 
sent to a consideration of the languages of Europe. 
What applies to Europe will apply to all the rest of 
the world. 

First, for the dead languages. It may be taken for 
granted that there would be no difficulty in finding 
many admirable scholars who would undertake to com- 
plete, by a given date, an alphabetical index (for I call 
and consider it no more) of all the Greek and Latin 
books in the Museum. Their attainments should be 
testified by their academical honours, and their charac- 
ters vouched by respectable witnesses. They should 
be liberally paid according to the quantity of work 
they got through, and not tempted by fixed salaries to 
linger out their employment, merely for the sake of a 
continuance of their incomes. There might be some 
difficulties of detail attending such an arrangement; 
but few difficulties are insurmountable to those who 
are willing to overcome them : those who are anxious 
to find difficulties will meet with them at every step. 
Such a work must be undertaken with a resolution to 
conquer obstacles. 

As the gentlemen to be thus employed would be 
known scholars, so I would make their reputations 
depend upon the mode in which they executed what 
they had undertaken. If any of them evinced indif- 
ference, and if their energies and interest could not 
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be aroused by remonstrance, I would at once, and 
for ever, get rid of them, leaving their dismissal, per- 
haps, to the general superintendent, whose character, 
as a literary man, would be entirely involved in the 
result. The names of the principal and of the sub- 
ordinates should be placed in full view of the whole 
world of letters, and each should take his part in the 
responsibility. It should be the work of all, and the 
fame of all. 

I would proceed precisely in the same way with 
the living languages of Europe. If one man could 
be found duly qualified for two or more languages, 
whether in Northern, Middle, or Southern Europe, he 
should be engaged for those languages, and for no 
others. I have no doubt that, by thus securing the 
services of eight or ten individuals, and keeping them 
strictly to their departments, all that is needed would, 
ere the lapse of any long time, be accomplished. Of 
course, the number of hands required for each de- 
partment must mairily depend upon the number of 
books belonging to it; and this would be a matter 
comparatively of easy apportionment. 

It seems probable that, in point of number of 
volumes, the division belonging to Great Britain and 
Ireland would be most burdensome : on the other 
hand, many of the works would be easily catalogued, 
and cataloguers would be readily met with competent 
to the general mass of our literature,. Works of 
Science might require the aid of men of science, and 
Bibliography is a department of itself, to which few 
are thoroughly adequate. It would indeed be a 
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scandal to any English library that gross blunders 
should be detected in its catalogue, regarding the 
titles and authorship of works belonging to any branch 
of our own literature. But, even this, I humbly con- 
ceive, would be a less scandal, than for a National 
Library to have no catalogue with persons at the 
head of it, professing openly, either that they are un-r 
able to make one, or that it is utterly inexpedient. 

Let it ever be borne in mind, in reference to this 
point, that, as before urged, there is no difficulty in 
compiling a printed catalogue that does not apply 
with equal force to a manuscript catalogue. If entries 
cannot be made for the one, it is just as impossible to 
make them for the other. 

What I have ventured to suggest as respects the 
languages of Europe must be extended to printed 
books in any known language ; but it is highly satis- 
factory to be aware that there are at present in the 
pay of the Trustees various learned men equal to any 
duty of the kind. I remember that, in a monthly 
report, one gentleman informed them, that he had 
been employed upon the titles, not only of Greek and 
Latin, but of Oriental books, while his attention, 
during the same period, had been also directed to the 
rare productions of our early English Dramatists — a 
versatility truly admirable ! 

It is easy to foresee that the answer to this pro- 
posal will be, that the machinery is complicated. 
Allow me to remark, that, sooner or later, a printed 
catalogue will be forced upon the establishment : it 
cannot be long postponed, because, even if to-mor- 
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row the opinion were to be promulgated, with all 
the weight due to the inquiries and deliberations 
of this Commission, that a printed catalogue can- 
not be prepared, and that the books of the Museum 
must be sealed to the great mass of the community, 
that opinion might be received and acquiesced in 
for a time; but, ere very long, a new outcry would 
be raised, new demands would be pressed upon the 
Government, and a new Commission would, perhaps, 
be issued, to inquire and report upon the necessity 
of a printed catalogue. 

If, then, we suppose that a new printed catalogue is 
an evil that cannot be avoided, if it must be produced 
at some time or other, I ask, how can it be compiled, 
in any reasonable period, but by the machinery I 
propose? Mr. Panizzi speaks of fifty years and 
500 volumes, and his may be such a catalogue as 
would redound to his own honour and to the credit 
of the institution; but it is not such a catalogue as is 
required by the public, nor is it such an answer as 
any man can hope will satisfy the public. 

To those who urge that my machinery is too 
complicated, I may reply, that a spinning-wheel 
was a complicated piece of machinery in times when 
only a distaff was in use; but now we have learned 
to know, that even a steam-engine and its powers 
depend upon the plainest principles, and*fcre capable 
of the simplest application. 

I thoroughly accord in the opinion of Mr. Panizzi, 
that no part of a catalogue ought to be put to press 
until the whole of the manuscript is completed. If 

c2 
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I am asked, How long it would take to complete the 
manuscript? I answer, four years. If I am asked 
again, How long it would take to print the manu- 
script? I answer, one year. This reply may startle 
some people ; but, when all the manuscript is ready, 
and supposing the calculation to be that it will 
occupy twenty octavo volumes, what reason on earth 
is there why twenty printers should not be employed 
upon it? There are in London, perhaps, more than 
two hundred printers capable of executing the work. 
Under the vigilant control of the able and energetic 
Keeper of Printed Books, I would compel every cata- 
loguer (and none but persons competent to this duty 
ought to be engaged) to correct the press of his own 
titles, and by the statement of his name in the pre- 
face, I would make him answerable for the accuracy 
of his entries. 

If it be objected, that the employment of twenty 
different printers will interfere with uniformity of 
appearance in the catalogue, I may answer that, as 
every literary man well knows, single volumes, for the 
sake of despatch, have sometimes been executed by 
several printers : farther, I answer, that in a work 
of the kind exact uniformity of appearance is of little 
comparative importance; but that, if it be considered 
of consequence, nothing could be easier than, during 
the four years the manuscript is in preparation, to 
supply a given number of printers with letter of the 
same fount, so that there would be no discernible 
difference of typography. I could, at this moment, 
name printers who would set up and work off an 
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octavo volume in a single day; although I am far, 
indeed, from thinking that a catalogue should be so 
set up and worked off, I would allow an entire 
year to the operation of printing: but, by dividing 
that mechanical duty, I would take care that the 
public should not longer be deprived of the advan- 
tage of a catalogue. 

The question of mere cost must be looked upon as 
one of little real moment. One object of the Com- 
mission, of which your lordship is at the head, is not 
to enforce economy, but, by increased expenditure^ 
if it be found necessary, to promote the general and 
national utility of the British Museum. Sure I am 
that it would cost the country much less to have a 
catalogue of the library prepared and printed in five 
years, than, by a system of annual salaries, en- 
couraging interested delays, to spread the undertaking 
over fifty years. At the end of fifty years, all that 
Mr. Panizzi proposes is, to have a manuscript cata- 
logue, from its prodigious bulk, necessarily out of 
the Reading Room. What I humbly advocate is, 
to have a printed index, of which there may be 
twenty different copies in the Reading Room for the 
instant use of every visitor, besides enabling literary 
men to possess it in any quarter of the globe. 

The only true difficulty in compiling a printed in- 
dex of the books in the Museum arises out of the 
fact that they are continually increasing. If this 
objection were to prevail, we never should have a 
catalogue of any collection, large or small, public or 
private, to which books are occasionaly added. It 
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has not prevailed, and it ought not to prevail. I 
would bring the index down to the latest possible 
date, by having new entries made as fast as books 
were added to the library; and this might easily be 
accomplished by persons employed for the purpose. 
Thus we will suppose 1854 to be the year to which 
the printed catalogue would be brought down : after 
1854, as fresh books came in, the entries should be 
kept in manuscript; and, as soon as they were of 
sufficient extent to form a volume, they should be 
printed, uniformly with the rest of the catalogue, to 
which they would be a supplement. As it seems to 
me, a supplement would be inevitable, even in the 
case of Mr. Panizzi's manuscript catalogue of 500 
volumes, unless he kept continually transcribing and 
re-transcribing the leaves, as books were daily and 
hourly added to the collection. 

Many might be disposed to say, * Stop all fresh 
purchases, until you have made available the treasures 
you possess; and apply the £10,000 a year, now 
devoted to acquisitions, to the more important acqui- 
sition of a catalogue." Although printed books, 
with some few and rare exceptions, may be procured 
at any time, my proposition is not of that kind, 
because I contend that, with a judicious and a limited 
outlay, we may obtain both books and catalogue. 
The faster you acquire books, the more imperative 
does it become, on some accounts, to furnish the 
means of consulting them. 

To revert for a moment to pecuniary considera- 
tions. I cannot help thinking that, before the end of 
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his 50 years, Mr. Panizzi's 500 volumes of manuscript 
catalogue will have cost the country vastly more 
than the whole expense of a printed index such as I 
recommend. Supposing only two gentlemen at a 
time employed on Mr. Panizzi's scheme, at £400 a 
year each, the payments to them, in salaries alone, 
without reckoning any other charge, would amount 
to £40,000. If, on the other hand, an index were 
printed, there would, at least, be some return of capi- 
tal from the copies sold. 

This brings me again to the price and mode of 
publication. As I said before, the price ought to be 
as low as possible, in order to render the book within 
the reach of the hard- workers of literature. More- 
over, I would have it purchasable in parts, every 
volume being divided into two, so that any man 
might expend his half-crown, or his £5, upon it, 
according to his wants or his convenience. 

I have thus, shortly as regards the subject, but 
too much at length as regards your Lordship's valu- 
able time, put upon paper my long entertained and 
confirmed opinions on the question of printing a new 
alphabetical catalogue of the library of the British 
Museum. My object is truth, not triumph; and 
could I have avoided controversy, it would have 
better suited my disposition, if not my interests. I 
am only anxious that our stupendous national insti- 
tution, which costs between £20,000 and £30,000 a 
year in the mere salaries of its officers, (without con- 
sidering the enormous outlay in books and build- 
ings) should be made as useful as possible to all 
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classes of the community. It is now a mere truism 
to say, that the British Museum ought to be a 
national school, in the widest sense of the words ; and 
these are not days when such a collection of volumes 
can be practically shut up without a heavy respon- 
sibility. It is a serious responsibility to recommend 
a course which may burden the public purse with 
some additional, though perhaps only temporary, 
expenditure; but let me ask, with humble confi- 
dence, if the responsibility be not much more serious, 
to declare an opinion by which the now rapid pro- 
gress of knowledge and enlightenment — the best 
securities for tranquillity and good government — 
shall be most importantly and effectually impeded. 

I need not entreat your Lordship to reflect, that it 
is not only the 30,000 or 40,000 persons now 
entitled to admission to the Reading Room, nor the 
60,000 or 70,000 who may, perhaps, next year be 
so entitled, who are interested in this discussion, 
but the whole world, among whom the productions 
of literary men, whether periodical or permanent, 
may be circulated : if their works are the worse for 
the want of a printed catalogue of the library of the 
Museum, the loss belongs to the community. 

It is natural, if not inevitable, that the present 
head of the department of Printed Books should look 
with more favour than I do upon the practice of 
foreign countries in this respect. It weighs little 
with me to hear the manuscript catalogues of Berlin, 
Gottingen, or Dresden, quoted as authorities against 
my proposal : the state of society and- the state of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM. 41 

knowledge with us is entirely different, and to that 
difference this vast institution should be accommo- 
dated. The wise adaptation of our institutions to 
the increase of knowledge and to the progress of 
society has saved us from convulsions that shake the 
empires of the continent. 

Permit me, before I conclude, to recapitulate with 
the utmost brevity the main points upon which I 
have touched, and which I hope your Lordship will 
think I have gone some way to establish. 

1. That a printed alphabetical list of the books in 
the British Museum is necessary. 

2. That Mr. Panizzi has imagined difficulties that 
have no real existence. 

3. That his method of cataloguing anonymous 
works is entirely erroneous. 

4. That the catalogue, letter A, has been compiled 
upon a wrong principle. 

5. That what is wanted is an index by which the 
books may be found. 

6. That such an index can be made in four years. 

7. That competent and responsible persons can be 
procured for the purpose of making it. 

8. That the whole work can be printed in a single 
year. 

9. That the cost would not be so great as that of 
Mr. Panizzi's manuscript catalogue in 500 volumes. 

These topics I most respectfully, but earnestly, 
press on your Lordship's patient consideration; well 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 NECESSITY FOB A NEW CATALOGUE. 

aware, at the same time, that most of them will have 
already occurred to your Lordship's mind. 

Born of parentage which has been, more or less, 
literary during not far from two centuries, I have been 
myself, all my life, an industrious and ardent lover 
of letters. For the last thirty years, my name has 
been, for better or worse, before the world, and I 
speak from an experience of even longer duration : I 
speak, too, from the most solemn conviction. I ap- 
peal to your Lordship, on behalf of my fellow- 
labourers in an unprofitable field; and I ask your 
Lordship and the rest of her Majesty's Commissioners 
not to render that field still more unprofitable, by 
depriving us of an advantage that I humbly but 
boldly contend we are entitled to enjoy. 
I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordship's 
Most humble and obedient servant, 
J. Payne Collieb. 

Kensington, January 24, 1849. 

To the Bight Honourable 

TheEarlofEUesmere. 
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